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September 20, 2007

Dear GATE/Honors Parents, 

This letter is to share the essential elements of the Riverside Unified School District GATE/Honors English Language Arts curriculum and to clarify any misconceptions that have arisen.  The letter is to also invite you to a GATE Parent Advisory Committee (GDAC) meeting.

Grade level representatives for high school Honors/Advanced Placement classes recently met to define these components.  The following is a brief outline of these identified essential components:

· Riverside Unified School District is a standards-based district. Standards are the foundation; the basic curriculum which we expect all students to master. When they have mastered them, teachers are expected to move students into more depth and complexity with those standards. If students have not mastered the skills and concepts, teachers should re-teach and plan added opportunities for students to achieve mastery.  A standards-based curriculum has been in place for the past seven years.  This does not constitute a change in the curriculum.

· The State of California’s GATE Program Standards, based on California Education Code, states that “districts develop differentiated curriculum, instructional models and strategies that are aligned with and extend the state academic content standards and curriculum frameworks.”  The key is in differentiating the curriculum.

· Differentiation for GATE/Honors students consists of four components:
1. Acceleration/Pacing - Moving students faster through the curriculum and not expecting them to do what they already know how to do.

2. Depth - Having students become true experts in a given area; giving them an opportunity to find out about certain subjects in great detail.

3. Complexity - Exploring the connections and relationships within and across content areas.
4. Novelty - Allowing students to personalize and extend their understanding of the approved curriculum through in-depth research, evaluation and synthesis.

· Construction of a curriculum guide began during the 2006-07 school year for grades seven through twelve.  Teacher representatives from every site participated in creating a guide that identified a minimal course of study to establish a guaranteed and viable curriculum for RUSD English Language Arts courses and students.  This curriculum guide applies to Language Arts 7, Language Arts 8, Introduction to Literature and Composition, World Literature and Composition, American Literature and Composition, and English Literature and Composition or Expository Reading and Writing courses.  Differentiation of instruction of these course titles is specified for Advanced, Honors, SDAIE, and Special Education.
· Students who demonstrate concrete mastery of the minimal core content and standards using the district adopted textbook, should move on to other approved materials or works, including novels.
· Mastery is demonstrated by an individual score of 70% or higher on a Holt or common assessment which measures the specific standards in the curriculum guide. 

· Classes should provide acceleration opportunities even if one or two students cannot or do not demonstrate mastery. Teachers should differentiate and provide additional support for students not achieving mastery.  If more than a few students do not score at 70%, then the teacher should re-teach those students while differentiating for the other students.

· Honors classes may accelerate learning on the core material and then differentiate to meet the needs of the students.  This course is differentiated from other courses by the depth and complexity of the analysis of texts, the acceleration of core and supplemental curriculum, and the critical thinking required of all students.

Additional information regarding the English Language Arts curriculum can also be obtained on the RUSD English Language Arts curriculum web page.  The address is http://languagearts.rusdtech.net.  The GDAC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 17th at Central Middle School from 6:00 – 7:30pm.  Time will be allocated at this meeting for an update and questions regarding the GATE/Honors differentiated English Language Arts curriculum.  District staff including Deputy Superintendent Gladys Walker, Director of Secondary Education Dr. Marsha Locke, GATE specialist Kim Coons-Leonard and I will be available to answer questions.  

The achievement of all of our students is our foremost goal and priority in Riverside Unified.  We look forward to a productive, challenging year in 2007-2008.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

Sincerely,


Dara Mosher

Instructional Services Specialist

7-12 English Language Arts

(951) 788-7135 ext. 80310
ONE COMMUNITY . . . DIVERSE, CHALLENGED, PREPARED


